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Learn about describing the existence of things using “iru” and “aru” 
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desk 
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room and board 
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hotel room 
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New carpet is needed in every room in the house. 
WADTRTONPICHKESLWYA-—Ay KRAODEIE, 
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dormitory room 
DOA? 
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Dio 


I'm really annoyed by the noisy room next door. 
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WYAY [NVYAY] 


The black telephone is on the desk. 
CAWCADRIOCADIAIBVET, 
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on the desk 


JO A Lives 


His desk was a real mess, but he found the file at once. 


BOO” YF ONAALEWACTITE, 


I'm looking for a desk with a width of 90 centimeters. 


3 EXAMPLES # 


IR SF ICH Se, MIBLPT KC BVES, 

It is easier to study when you are sitting in a comfortable chair. 
DWUTEBWUPGISTHSE, KAKEDLPETCQVET. 
RED SOT 

brown leather chair 
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Please have a seat. 
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personal computer 
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cockroach 
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sometimes 
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Lesson Notes 


Lesson Focus 


Today's grammar points are (i) aru and (ii) iru once again. Aru is a special class 1 verb that means "to exist" or "to have." Aru 
is only used to indicate the existence of inanimate objects. That is, it is not used to indicate the existence of living things 
other than plants. On the other hand, iru is a class 2 verb used to indicate the existence of animate (usually living) objects. 
This verb, however, is also used to indicate the existence of some animate non-living things, such as ghosts, buses, robots, 
etc. 


Please note that the negative form of aru is not aranai, but nai. 


Formation: 

Aru 

(i) Inanimate object wa Place ni aru 
(ii) Place (ni)wa Inanimate object ga aru 
Iru 

(i) Animate object wa Place ni iru 

(ii) Place (ni)jwa Animate object ga iru 


* When a location is presented as a topic and what exists is under focus, a sentence pattern (ii) can be used. The sentence 
pattern (i) can be used when something that exists is presented as a topic and a location is under focus. 


Examples: 


HOV YA ISFAOPBIC HS_ 
Ano manga wa watashi no heya ni aru. 
That comic is in my room. 


FADARICILKE RT —ILBHS— 
Watashi no gakk6 ni wa Okina paru ga aru. 
There is a large pool at my school. 


FAOBBIOlS 7 —7-BDBL. 
Watashi no heya ni wa kara ga nai. 
| don't have an air conditioner in my room. 


FEE (AARHEIC LY So 
Sensei wa kotei ni iru. 
The teacher is in the school yard. 


 ODEICISBRAD LS © 
Ano k6éen ni wa norainu ga iru. 
There are stray dogs in the park. 


As stated above, iru can be used for some non-living machines that are capable of moving from place to place. These exam- 
ples are idiomatic and quite high level. You may hear native Japanese speakers use them, but if this point is confusing, you 
would not be incorrect using aru. We just wanted to include them for a little fun. 

Note the differences where iru and aru are used below. 


IADWS ke 

Basu ga iru yo. 

There's the bus. 

(We can see it moving.) 


ERaUICR 7 —ADWSS 

Ekimae ni takushi ga iru. 

In front of the station there are taxis. 
(The taxis are waiting for passengers.) 


TES SARITA YS, (ASHE) 

Takusan hikoki ga iru. (kako de) 

There are many airplanes. (sc. in the airport) 
(The airplanes are waiting to be boarded.) 


EZeEA=FZ=—PWS5 OF5.5 1! 

Erebéta ga iru. Noro yo! 

Look, there's an elevator. Shall we take it? 

(The elevator is waiting, and the door just opened.) 


HOVYVarvicltLexn-2-RHS, 
Ano manshon ni wa erebéta ga aru. 

That apartment has an elevator. 

(We can't see it, but know it exists inside.) 


HOBRICIATAAL—-R-PHS, 

Ano eki ni wa esukaréta ga aru. 

That station has an escalator. 

(Even though escalators move, they don't move to various places.) 
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Grammar 


Below is a list of the grammar points introduced or used in this lesson. Click for a full explanation. 


HOD aru paces 
to be, to exist (of inanimate things); to have laa 
LYS (1) iru (1) 
F fl ss p Introduced 

to exist (for animate, usually living, things) 
& (2): 46(2 

( J (2) Introduced 
and, with, as 
& (2) to(2 

( ) (2) — 
and, with, as 
Kanji Hide a 
KANJI READING MEANING 1ST CHARACTER 2ND CHARACTER 
BE AP room #6 + section = - house 
AI Dik R desk JL + desk 
RF wy chair 1% + chair F + child 
AFXx cere sometimes i + time + repetition of kanji 
gt CA name-suffix # - name-suffix 
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